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The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal, and the Real Count of Monte Cristo
Tom Reiss wrote “The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal, and the Real Count of Monte Cristo" as a biography of Alex Dumas, a great soldier of mixed colour during the revolutionary time in France. The book reveals the history of a forgotten hero who little is known about. Alex Dumas was a son of a white French nobleman and freed black slave in Saint-Domingue, a French colony in the Caribbean. The book explores the life of Alex Dumas as told by his son, Alexandre Dumas, the novelist. Alexander Dumas, the novelist, was barely fours when his father died of stomach cancer in1806. Alex Dumas was a French general who raised to this position in two years, and at the age of 34, he was a command of French troops of 53,000 soldiers. His father was a nobleman but with debts that made him sell his family as slaves in Haiti. The book explores glory, betrayal and revolution in a unique way. Reiss studied slavery which was practised during Napoleon rule. The book is written after deep research of the libraries in France which Reiss visited. 
Slavery was popular among the Europeans before the French revolution that changed the view of production in these countries. Alex Dumas was born during the time of slavery by a slave mistress to Alexandre Antoine Davy de Pailleterie, a French nobleman in West Indies which Reiss named Pearl. This was a French colony that accounted for two-thirds of the French overseas trade during the 18th century. At the age of fourteen, Alex, together with his siblings, was sold to slavery by his father to raise funds to return to the French and reclaim his inheritance. Six months later, he was rescued from slavery by his father, who repurchased him and took him to school in Paris, where he learned elementary education that involved numeracy and the use of swords. His skills in the use of swords were recognized, and he later joined the military. Due to his skills, he managed to acquire the highest title a man of colour would acquire in that time. When Napoleon took the leadership, Napoleon took him as the commander of 53000 troops that engaged in failed mission in Egypt (Coward 7). Alex Dumas was annoyed by the intentions of Napoleon and questioned him publicly about his motives for the war. Ales Dumas abandoned the troops and, on his way to France, was held captive for two years, and Napoleon gained the advantage to punish him. Upon return to France, Napoleon had withdrawn all the humanitarian rights and returned slavery in the French colonies and stripped down all black people in the armies. In the following years, Alex appealed to Napoleon to be allowed to command troops, but Napoleon did not forgive him nor given him a chance in the military. 
This story is characterized by betrayal, glory, and revolution. The most significant is betrayal, where Alexandre Antoine Davy de Pailleterie sold his family to slavery and rescued only his son Alex and leaving his sibling to perish in slavery. Tom Reiss, this was the highest degree of betrayal. Alex Dumas also betrayed Napoleon. He commanded the troops used in Egypt, but he questioned Napoleon's motives and later left the troops. This led to the defeat of the forces. In revenge, Napoleon organized for Alex to be held captive for two years and used that time to strengthen his rule. By surprise, Napoleon did not forgive him and denied him the chance to be in the troops again. In all these cases of betrayal, Reiss portray them as the most inhuman acts by men. 
Alex was born during the French revolution, which was essential in the growth of French civilization. It is portrayed as a crucial aspect of development. Alexander Antoine Davy experienced a process that resulted in the sale of his family to slavery. Also, he recolonized again and withdrew his son from and thus essential in reconstruction and addressing errors done earlier. The story is a biography of a hero that gained glory, and his fall was compared to Edmond Dantes in the Count of Monte Cristo. As portrayed, these aspects are essential in leading a better life, although betrayal creates suffering for the victim. 
Reiss explored slavery by exploring the history of a forgotten hero he claimed was criminally neglected despite his contribution to the French Revolution's glory. Although it was difficult to assume a man of Alex colour could rise to glory during slavery, Reiss portrayal of Alex Dumas as the fascinating figure is criticized. It is described as hyperbolic, and Alex is seen as an idol in the worship of George Washington, a man who won the American Revolution. The rise of Alex to supremacy in a short period showed how success could be achieved through hard work, but that success can be damaged by a simple act like questioning your superior. Although Alex Dumas was a great soldier and commander in the French troops at a young age, his downfall leads to him being forgotten as a hero. As such, glory ends with the hero's downfall, and very few can remember his glory. 
Reiss portrayed betrayal as the most humiliating action of human beings, but that cannot make an individual suffer in his entire life. However, Alex was sold into slavery by his father, an act that is seen as family betrayal, which did not prevent him from achieving his glory. Through hard work, one can gain recognition, but how can that be achieved in a highly corrupted society full of slavery and inhuman activities. As such, you can rise to supremacy, but society erases your glory, and thus society forgets you just like Alex. Your success and fall are determined by society, and therefore, those in power should be accorded respect. Also, there is a question about why Napoleon did not forgive Alex Dumas that led to his betrayal. This can be said to be fair of his supremacy and therefore had to keep him away before building his empire. 
Glory, betrayal and revolution are aspects of society, and thus, people should be familiar with them. Betrayal is inhuman but sometimes might contribute to your glory but mostly is the reason for heroes' downfall. Heroes undergo revolution to achieve their glory. As shown by Alex and the French, the revolution was essential and thus contributed to the success of Alex Dumas and France.
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